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Vol. 10, Issue 4 


by Tim Doucette 
the ACTivist 

The first court-martial of a 
Canadian soldier charged with last 
years torture-killing of a Somali 
teenager has come to an end. 
Although reports of the trial were 
heavily censored, enough shocking 
details came out to punch a few 
holes in the "wall of silence" around 
a covert world of neo-nazi death 
Squads, cover-ups and frame-ups. 

The biggest thing being cov- 
ered up is the reason why troops 
were sent to Somalia in the first 
place. That it had nothing to do with 
"peacekeeping" is evidenced by the 
decision to deploy the Airborne 
Regiment. The Airborne has a 


MSLOTY Of orutanty anc disciplinar, 
1970s and should never have been 
sent on a ian mission. 


Even within the military 
community, the decision to unleash 
them on the Somali people was 
controversial from the start. 

The Airborne is made up of 
three Commando units. Most noto- 


` rious is 2 Commando, nicknamed 


“The Rebels” after their semi-offi- 
cial white supremacist symbol, the 
Confederate Flag of the southern 


U.S. under slavery. Shortly before 
they were sent to Somalia, several 
“Rebels” were involved in the ille- 
gal use of explosives and muni- 
tions, and a sergeant’s car was 
torched in the parade square. No 
charges were ever laid in those 
incidents. 

When Airborne commander 
Lt.-Col. Paul Morneault recom- 
mended that the whole of 2 Com- 
mando not be deployed until the 
discipline problem was dealt with, 
he was overruled by Brig. Gen. 
Ernie Beno. Retired Gen. Lewis 
Mackenzie, then commander of land 

‘forces for Ontario, quickly had 
Morneaultreplaced with “gung-ho” 
Lt.-Col. Carol Mathieu. A total of 

__ five soldiers were removed from 


were sent along on “Operation 
Deliverance.” 


2 Commando is notorious for 
white supremacist activity and has 
several connections to the neo-nazi 
Heritage Front, including “weap- 
ons and security specialist" Eric 
Fisher, a former Airborne sergeant. 
One of the soldiers sent on the “hu- 

continued on Page 6 
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Saturday, April 9 


Queen Jasmine Club 
508 Queen W. (east of Bathurst) 


Featuring: 
Lorded 


Shadow Puppets 


Abe ho Aloz 


Imagine Rainbow Warriors 
$5 admission ¢ Doors open 9 p.m. 
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Maurice Penashue of the Innu Nation leads demonstration in 
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Urgent appeal for the Innu & the Earth | 


Building on the success of its 


second international day of action, 
the International Campaign for the 
Innu and the Earth is directing a 
campaign at the federal Liberal 
Caucus meeting in Ottawa on Mon- 
day, April 11. All 177 Liberal 
Members of Parliament could be 
in attendance. 

The next few weeks are criti- 
cal to the Innu and the Earth. 

Tell the Liberal MP's you are 
very upset Canadian Forces Base 
Goose Bay, Labrador was not one 
of the Bases designated to be closed 
in the recent budget. 

This is a human rights and 
native rights issue. Are Liberals 


really committed to a new partner- ' 


ship with Canada’s native peoples? 

This is a peace and disarma- 
ment issue. Continued low-level 
military flight training (LLMFT) 
from Goose Bay by NATO Air 
Forces remains an offensive prac- 
tice for war. Do Liberals agree the 
Cold War is over? 

This is an environmental is- 
sue. Militarism is destroying the 
pristine wilderness of Nitassinan 
(Innu for “our land”) in Labrador 
and Quebec. 

Thefederal Liberals will soon 


make adecision that will affect the Innu 
and the Earth for generations to come. 
Make sure they understand their re- 
sponsibilities. 

In 1980, a Liberal government al- 
lowed LLMFT ing to start. Will the 
current Liberal government sign the 
agreements to extend it into the next 
century? 

We must respond now. Or we may 
be working on this issue for the next 10 
years. By that time, the destruction of 
Innu culture could be complete. Innu 
are land-based people. Many no longer 
go into the bush as their ancestors have 
for over 6,000 years for fear of being 
overflown by the military jets. 

The current bilateral agreements 
with the German, Dutch and British Air 
Forces expire March 31, 1996. De- 
mand they be cancelled and that nonew 
agreements be negotiated. Canada’s 
Department of National Defence is 
working hard to extend military flight 
training beyond 1996. Already, DND 
has signed a Memorandum of Under- 
standing with the German Airforce ex- 
tending LLMFT’ing to the year 2003! 

Please write your letter on your 
organization’s letterhead. Mail a copy 


- toeach of the 177 federal Liberal MP’s. 


Get a list of all Liberal MP’s from your 
local federal constituency office. Ad- 


dress each envelope tothe specific 
MP, House of Commons, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1A 0A6. No postage 
required. Please send a copy of 
your letter to the International 
Campaign for the Innu and the 
Earth (ICIE), 736 Bathurst Street, 
Toronto Ontario M5S 2R4, or fax 
it to (416) 531-5850. 

Please encourage other local 
groups to write a letter. If neces- 
sary, copy itfor them and stuff it in 
your envelope to save them the 
time of addressing 177 envelopes 
themselves. Please help facilitate 
the greatest number of responses 
to this urgent appeal. Your letter 
need not be long; even one or two 
paragraphs is sufficient. Most im- 
portantly, please just send it so 
that it is received by April 11 or 
soon there after! 

Please also get your mem- 
bers to flood the local Liberal con- 
stituency office with phone calls 
in support of the Innu and the 
Earth on Monday, April 11. 

Please make sure all Liberal 
MP’s know about-your concern. 
Your contribution could help tip 
the balance in favour of peace and 
disarmament, ecology and human 
and native rights. & 
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Human what? 


The Liberal government's Red 
Book of campaign promises is look- 
ing about as tarnished as Chairman 
Mao’s original Red Book, which 


That's right, none. Brian Mulroney 
could never have got away with 
saying that. 

The government's foreign 
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I would like to renew, and 
please note my new address. Now 
that I have moved to the country 
your sort of news is all the more 
needed to balance this way of life. 
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page 8, but I want to share the East 
Timor Update with my co-workers. 

I'dalso like to say that a recent 
viewing of “Manufacturing 


n ve vi; ha ` 
ata ihe. vA i OZ) Ks 
San a PE EN 
f ’ Che tere fa 
hie ice PORDE 


824 25> 


I get your newspaper by the mail 
from Canada. I am sending my 
subscription renewal of the 
newspaper and a small donation. 


er Last year I was part of the ad hoc Consent” made me realize (once Hope your action programs this year 
ee we ed ee i a at es group that held a vigil (which we again) how important your news- will be a great success. 
o 
ie Š E ee > Kie: ara ; R << P learnt of through the ACTivist) in paper is, in view of the overwhelm- : : : 
Chrétien was swept to powerona in Cold war military alliances like ih te Lee ioro controlled Hiroshi Enari 
promise to end Tory arrogance. | NATO, to the United Nations, to > 2 Kanagawa, Japan 


Turns out he’s just as bad. 
Take the Liberals’ just- 
launched foreign policy review, 


opened in. Ottawa at the end of 
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March in a fanfare of pr 
Canada’s place in the world was up 
for real debate for the first time in 
half a century. Canadians would 
have a chance to decide what our 
governments foreign policy would 
be. Chrétien and his ministers 
(André Ouellet at Foreign Affairs, 
David Collonette at “Defence” and 
Roy MacLaren at International 
Trade) said they would be listening. 
Instead, they lectured a group of 
130 hand-picked delegates and 
told them what their decisions 
should be. 

Of course, we never thought 
thereview wouldend up being more 
than half a step forward. But we 
didn’ texpect the Liberals to beeven 
more reactionary than the Tories. 
Chrétien laid out what Canada’s 
foreign policy would be: a quest for 
trade, and no talk of human rights. 


Fax: (416) 531-5850 


Hamilton Contact 
Mary Hutchinson 
(905) 522-3650 


ACT Chapters and Contacts 


148 Kerr Street 


Fredericton Contact 
Diane Terry 
(506) 472-2629 


peacekeeping, to the Canadian mili- 
tary, to development aid, to human 
rights and overseas trade. But 
Chretien and his people have al- 


~ ready decided trade is all that mat- 


ters, and everything else has to take 
a back seat. He has decided (and 
announced) that Canada will no 
longer raise human rights with China 
— China is too big, and Canadian 
business wants to make a killing on 
trade with the economically power- 
ful dictatorship. 

Chrétien went straight from the 
foreign policy forum to a Canadian 
trade fair in Mexico, where he as- 
sured his hosts that countries less 
powerful than Canada would also 
be spared any Canadian criticism of 
their human rights record. 
Zapatistas? Human rights abuses? 
Never heard of them. All they talked 
about was the bottom line. 

The Tories sold out a lot when 
itcame to international humanrights 
advocacy. The Liberals are selling 
out even faster. 


(519) 767-0313 


Ontario Public Interest 
Research Group 
(705) 748-1767 


arrested at Clayoquot in °92. I like 
in particular women’s and feminist 
stuff....so keep it up. Thanks! 


Please find enclosed a dona- 
tion toward the extension of my 
subscription to the ACTivist. I 
would ve cut out the handy form on 


media. Here's to continued success 
in bringing an option to those of us 
who don `t want to hear what “they” 
choose to tell us. 
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Peterborough, Ontario 


Thank you for sending me your 
peace newspaper, the ACTivist, 
every issue. I am very happy when 


the ACTivist 
encourages you to 


736 Bathurst Street 
Toronto, ON 
M5S 2R4 


NINETEEN NINETY-FOUR 


I was a bright cold day in 
April, and car alarms were going 
off. Jo Pe@cenik, wearing a 
balaclava, skipped lyrically down 
the basementstairs, stopping to take 
her boots off before entering the 
ACT office. 

The hallway shook with 
pulsating ballet music. At one end 
of ita coloured poster, large enough 
to go tobogganning on, had been 


a leak, leaning so far forward that 
the caption beneath it ran. 


Inside the office a fruity voice 
wasreadingouta listof figures which 


had something to do with the 
production ofnew guns for the police. 
The voicecame from an oblong metal 
plaque like a dulled mirror which 
formed part of the surface of the 
right-hand wall. Pe@cenik turned a 
switch and the voice sank some- 
what, though the words were still 
distinguishable. The instrument (the 
telescreen, it was called) could be 
dimmed, but there was no way of 


All you could see was a square foot 


Behind her back the voice from 


the telescreen was still babbling 
away about police guns and hockey 


skates. Suddenly, the news broke 
off for a full-volume address by Big 
Brother. 

“THE LIBERALS ARE IN 
FAVOUR OF NAFTA. THE LIB- 
ERALS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN 
IN FAVOUR OF NAFTA. WAR 
IS PEACEMAKING. FREEDOM 
IS FREE TRADE. THE INFOR- 
MATION SUPERHIGHWAY IS 
STRENGTH. HUMAN RIGHTS 


736 Bathurst Street c/o Oakville Community P.O. Box 1302 ply Jean Chrétien in a denim shirt, Outside, even through the shut ENT PLACES AND WE HAVE 
Toronto, ON MSS 2R4 Centre for peace, Guelph, ON one leg ona stump like a dog takin indow-pane, the worldlookedcold. | TORESPECT THAT. STOP THE 
(416) 531-6154 ecology & human rights N1H 6N6 eens eS ee 


BITCHING, AND YOU KNOW 


act@ web.apc.org Oakville, ON L6K 3A7 Fax: (519) 767-1785 the advance of his elbow was of an alley but you could tell it was WE WILL MAKE PROGRESS.” 
Cece. Cuca peti = rsi hands@web.apc.org blocked only by his iron knee. It cold. There were Chrétien posters Pe@cenik gazed up at 
Mac, Bee and Corinne we Vancouver Contact was one of those pictures whichare all over the office. BIG BROTHER  Chrétien’s enormous face. Forty 
8509A West Coast Rd. St. Catharines Contact Susan Moore so contrived that the eyes follow IS WATCHING YOU, the captions years it had taken her to learn the 
> sete —— ~~ eo oem (604) 988-3740 you about when you move. BIG _ read, while the dark eyes looked new words to Oh Canada. But it 

Peterborough Contact BROTHER IS WATCHING YOU, deep into Pe@cenik’s own. was all right, everything was all 


right, the struggle was finished. She 
had won the victory over herself. 
She loved Big Brother. Not! 
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“Industrial Forestry is Dead!” says Earth First — 


by Leanne Mallett 
the ACTivist 


Earth First! Toronto, your 
friendly direct action eco-group, has 
been waging war on MacMillan 
Bloedel for their destruction of 
Clayoquot Sound and other wild 
places. If you didn’t already know, 
MacMillan Bloedel is the multina- 
tional logging giant that is in the 
process of cutting down some of the 
last old growth rainforest in 
Clayoquot Sound on Vancouver 
Island. The decision made by BC’s 
NDP government in April 1993 to 
allow logging in 72% of Clayoquot 
Sound’s old growth rainforest was 
a boom to both MacBlo and the 
NDP government, as it is that gov- 
ernment that owns the most shares 
in MacMillan Bloedel. Conflict of 
interest? You be the judge. 

Earth First! Toronto’s initial 
action against MacBlo was held on 
January 19, the coldest Jan. 19 inthe 
last few decades! On that day, a 
dedicated contingent of Earth 


First!ers travelled out to MacMillan — 


Bloedel’s Building Materials Cen- 
tre in northwest Toronto with the 
message: ‘industrial forestry is 
dead!" The day's theme was 
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_ MacBlo — Go Clez 
ma e group locked all seven gates at 
the MacMillan Bloedel site with bike 
locks, andthen activists locked them- 
selves to these gates (with bike locks 
around their necks). More than forty 
people braved the cold to support 
the action. Needless to say, it 
WASN’T business as usual that day 
for MacBlo. We announced that 
MacMillan Bloedel was closed for 
environmental atrocities committed, 
and trucks were sent on their way 
with information about MacBlo’s 
eco-destroying practices. As one 
protester was removed by police, 
others would take their place, block- 
ing trucks and stopping business. In 
all, thirteen activists were arrested 
that day and later released, and no 
business passed through MacBlo’s 
gates for that morning. Addition- 
ally, through media coverage, we 
were able to keep the issue in the 
public eye here in Toronto. 

To continue the campaign, we 
set up MacBlo Mondays, in which 
people who object to MacMillan 
Bloedel’s cut and run policies in 
Clayoquot Sound and other wild 
places travel up to the MacMillan 
Bloedel centre biweekly to raise 
their voices and their opposition. 
Consistent force, applied consis- 
tently, is an effective tactic. 

The relatively laissez faire atti- 
tude that the MacMillan Bloedel 
administrators first showed when 
we began to target their Toronto site 
has been replaced with denials of 
their involvement in the Clayoquot 
Sound destruction. However, the 
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Earth Firster! Evan Hughes stops MacBlo with ever-helpful Kryptonite (Photo: Jeff Egan) 


MacMillan Bloedel Building Mate- 
rials Centre in Toronto is one arm of 
the same logging company that has 


1 Clearc BL ang across 


Canada, leaving little in their wake 
but destroyed ecosystems and job 
losses, as they mechanise their op- 
erations to make their destructive 
practices quicker and much less 
labour intensive. Thus, the jobs that 
MacMillan Bloedel keeps saying that 
they are creating are the same jobs 
that they are eliminating with bigger 
and better machines. MacMillan 
Bloedel cares not about trees or 
people, but about profits, and when 
the opportunity for profit is gone, so 
are they. 

Earth 
Toronto contin- 
ued its cam- 
paign against 
MacMillan 6: 3 
Bloedel with a 
“Spring Festival 
with MacMillan 
Bloedel”. Wepaidyetan- 
other visitto thé MacBlo 
site on Monday, March 
21. At 9:15 am, activ- -27 
ists descended on the 
Building Materials 
Centre. While one group of protest- 
ors crawled underneath a fence and 
entered the site, other affinity groups 
locked all of the gates shut with 
kryptonite bike locks and then 
locked themselves by the neck to 
those closed gates. Meanwhile, yet 
another group arrived with a large 
truck containing 3-1000 pound con- 
crete blocks, which they set into place 
in front of the main customer service 
gates. Additional activists, includ- 
ing three people under the age of 16, 


First! 
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placed their arms inside the concrete 
blocks and locked onto the blocks 
with handcuffs. By 9:20, the site had 
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all traffic was blocked from entering 
and leaving the MacBlo site. Sup- 
porters then decorated the gates with 
murals of trees and wilderness drawn 
by children for the event, and a web 
of brightly coloured cloth was wo- 
ven though the gates as a tribute to 
Mother Earth. 

The two activists who had en- 
tered the site were assaulted by 
MacBlo employees, who knocked 
them down and broke the camera 
that they were carrying. After the 

two were ejected from the 


site, the employ- 


ees and police 
that arrived 
tua l S 


on the 
scene 
were left in 
a quandary as 
to how to remove 
the people locked on 
to the concrete 
blocks. The secu- 
rity crew waited, 
hoping the im- 
pending rain 
would force us to leave. A cold rain 
began by 10:30, but this only fur- 
 therstrengthenedourresolve tokeep 
the site closed. 

The standoff continued until 
noon, when three activists once 
again crawled under the fence and 
entered the site, determined to take 
their message to the employees in- 
side. The three were greeted with 

-flying tackles by MacBlo employ- 
ees and police, and were hustled 
inside the building. Inside, they had 


their hands handcuffed behind their 
backs and were forced to wait on 
their knees for well over half an 


the site. The charge was failure to 


leave when asked, although none of 
the three had been asked to leave! - 
Fines were levied and the activists 
were later released. 

Meanwhile, outside, the down- 
pour continued. The neighbourhood 
had become a veritable transport 
parking lot, as truck drivers waited 
to get into the site. They were in- 
formed that MacMillan Bloedel had 
been once again closed down for 
environmental atrocities committed, 
and many of the drivers left. The 
people locked on were covered with 
tarps and rain gear, but the cold, wet 
weather was punishing. 

Finally, at 3pm, the activists 
were removed from the gates and 
the concrete blocks, and the blocks 
were loaded up (to be used again on 
another day!). Over 70 supporters 
had come and gone from the site, 
and the site operations had been 
held up for almost 6 hours. As a gift, 
we left all seven of the gates 
kryptonited shut, and we left, with 
the refrain. “We'll be ba-ack’”’. 

MacMillan Bloedel is reeling 
from the effectiveness of the media 
and direct action campaigns of the 
many environmental groups that are 
committed to getting them out of 
the wilderness in Clayoquot Sound 
and everywhere else. Earth First! 
Toronto is committed to pursuing 
MacBlo until they get their 


Chainsaws out of all wild places!! 


For more information, please 
contact Earth First! Toronto at 
(416) 535-6584. 


procession of A’ 


and Jewish women garment 


4 e April 1994 e the ACTivist 


by Christina Fernandes 
the ACTivist 

March 8, 1994, marked the 17th 
annual International Women’s Day 
in Toronto. This year’s celebrations, 
on Saturday, March 5 started with a 
rally and march organized by 
Women Working with Immigrant 
Women (WWIW). The march 
ended at Ryerson Polytechnical 
University where a fair with more 
than 100 information tables of 
women’s organizations, arts and 
crafts, food from different parts of 
the world, entertainment by a Sal- 
vadoran group, musicians and a 
symbolic demonstration of eating 
fire by the Lesbian Avengers, as 
well as a Community Forum with 
keynote speaker Eunidie Johnson 
and representatives of grassroots 
organizations. The fair was orga- 
nized by the March 8th Coalition 
IWD and sponsored by Mayworks 
Festival of Working People and the 
Arts. 

It was a day to celebrate and 
remember our victories and 
achievements, as well as our sisters 
who fought hard to gain what we 
can enjoy today—not forgetting 
that there is much to be done. 

Let’s take a brief look at our 
history. In March 


5 


can-Amer?ricé 
workers took to the streets de- 
manding improved working con- 
ditions, decent wages, a 10-hour 
day and equal rights for women. 
When marchers reached the upper 
Class districts of New York they 
were beaten and 
arrested by the 
police. On 
March 8th, the 
next year, 
30,000 women 
workers in the 
needle trades 
again demon- 
strated, this time 
for the right to 
vote and an end 
to child labour 
and sweat- 
shops; they 
were also confronted by the police. 
In 1910 Clara Zetkin, a German 
Socialist leader, proposed at a 
meeting of the Second 
International that March 8 be 
observed each year as Interna- 
tional Women’s Day to give hom- 
age to those women. 

Part of the legacy of [WD is a 
strong belief that we must unite on 
common grounds to celebrate our 
resistance. Now we find ourselves 
addressing the so called “new 
world order’ and global economic 


restructuring. The crisis lurking — 


behind neo-liberal economic 
adjustment policies results in the 


1907, a long 


same symptoms everywhere: 
privatization, plant closures, public 
spending cuts and so on. Stere- 
Otypical and discriminatory roles 
persist for women, who bear the 
burden of a double shift, low 
salaries and little or no recogni- 
tion of our skills. I call this the 
feminization of poverty, because 
women feel they are still getting a 
raw deal. 

Since we do not live on an 
island but are part of a 
conglomerate of countries on this 
planet, we have a responsibility to 


show solidarity with our sisters - 


around the world. For example, 
Chilean women who have abor- 
tions are still prosecuted; torture, 
arrests, prison and expulsions are 


some of what women face in to- ` 


day’s Chile despite the country’s 
so called “democracy”. 

In Palestine’s occupied 
territories, the Israeli government 
has repeatedly expelled 
Palestinians, illegally using the 
pretext of violations of civil 
order—even though no criminal 
charges are ever laid against the 
deportees. Violence is escalating 
and peace talks cannot bring about 
results when the two sides are in 


frustration and desperation of liv- 
ing in constant fear and terror, has 
led to the Palestinian uprising 
known as the Intifada. 

In East Timor, one in three 
Timorese have died since 
Indonesia invaded their country 

in 1975. Mass 


on a huge scale, 


tions, bombings 
of civilian vil- 
lages, and so 
: called ethnic 
_ cleansing have 
been the lot of 
the Timorese 


people ever 
since. 
In the 


Southern 
Mexican state of Chiapas, natives 
faced with growing misery, dis- 
crimination and segregation 
decided to take up arms. Native 
peasants (Tztziles and Tzetzales) 
organized themselves as the 
Zapatista National Liberation 
army. Political tensions have 
grown since Mexico signed the 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA). Mexican 
troops responded with barbaric 
Slaughter and bombardment 
against the civilian native 
population. A Zapatista com- 
mander declares: “If we do not 
have land, education, work, de- 


executions,rape — 


forced abor- 


WOMEN AND PEACE 


A Day in Women’s Lives 


mocracy and peace, the war will 
not stop...We could live in the 
jungle for the rest of our lives 
while there is no justice.” 

Such is the international situ- 
ation we face today! There is an 
urgency to act as responsible citi- 
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zens of this earth. Women’s lives 
are disrupted when they or their 
families are displaced by war or 
political oppression as is happen- 
ing with growing frequency and 
momentum. The “new. world or- 
der” has if anything increased this 
scourge on humanity, causing 
enormous hardships that are borne 
as much by women and children 
as anyone. 

Another key issue to women 
worldwide is the destruction of 
the ecology. No one knows the 
realities of over-exploitation of 
the land more intimately than the 
women who till it, draw and carry 
its water, use its trees for fuel, 
harvest forests for healing herbs 
and medicinal plants, use their 
traditional knowledge to benefit 
the community, and preserve 
Species and ecosystems. 

Everywhere, women are cata- 
lysts and initiators of environmen- 
tal activism, a powerful force for 
change. In the past two decades, 
thousands of new women’s groups 
have been organized in every 
region of the planet. Sisterhood 
contains the power of the femi- 
nine intuition, adeep wisdom. Na- 
ture designed us to be creators, to 
give life. I think we have an 
obligation to reflect that in our 
work. We must use our unlimited 
potential for human growth to 
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overcome the obstacles imposed 
by a male dominated society and 
unite our efforts toward the defeat 
of racism and other ills besetting 
our society. 

Eveninlightof some setbacks 
and backlash, we should never 
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pass up an opportunity to celebrate 
our diversity and our individuality. 
By celebrating each year, we re- 
member that International Wom- 
en’s Day is a time to renew our 
commitment to keep struggling in 
this difficult but rewarding fight. 
Let’s find our common ground, 
and let’s do so celebrating our 
resistance! 

If you would like to get in- 
volved organizing next year's ac- 
tivities, please phone: March 8th 
Coalition, IWD, (416)604-8199. & 
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FOR SALE! 


¢ Women Overcoming Violence 
(Purple—L or XL) 


e NATO Out of Nitassinan 
(Blue, red, black or green — XL) 


e ACT for Disarmament 
(Black— S or M) 


e International Peace Bureau 
(White — S) 
$15 each + postage 
100% cotton! 


FIRST NATIONS 


By George — “...we're here to stay! ” 


PART ONE: ‘The People’ 

On March 19, a demonstration was 
held at Military Camp Ipperwash to 
protest the recent annoucement by the 
federal government that the land would 
be turned over to the Kettle and Stony 
Point band, not to the original owners 
(Stoney Point First Nation, band #43). 
See the ACTivist, Vol.10, Iss.#3 - March ’94, 

Aloz: I’m here with Chief Carl 
George, Stoney Point First Nation. 

Chief Carl George: We tried to 
get across to the media what we 
attempted to do but we didn’t get as 
much coverage as we would like. We 
wanted to point out to the government 
that they’ re not standing up to what they 
said in the elections — representing the 
native people. When they took the land 
in ’42 Indian Affairs helped them take 
the land along with National Defence — 
so they’re all involved. 

I want to know if they’re going to 
stand up and say that they made a mis- 
take and see if they’ll correct it. But they 
may not. It’s in the newspapers and on 
TV now, the local media. Only time will 
tell. Now we’re going to Indian Affairs 
and tell them that we want our recogni- 
tion. And if not, then we’re going to take 
them to court! Time will tell I guess. 

Aloz: Gchi-Miigwech. I’m now 
talking with Clifford George, elder, 
Stoney Point First Nation. 

Clifford George: My story is... 
I was born and brought up here on this 
reserve. I went to school here. We had a 
church here, we had everything here. A 
town was here completely. Course the 


ieee ljoined the apne - 


- quite early and | yverseas y 

father wrote to me ae told me that the 
government had taken over our reserve 
and making it an army base. 

So, I fought overseas *tl the end of 
the war and came home to nothing 
because I never got a cent for...] had 40 
acres of bush here myself and my 
parents, they all have land here. I’m 
situated right now at my trailer and home 
_ on property that belongs to my mother. 

It hasn’t been good to come home 
after that because...all people have so 
much faith in government that they listen 
to them when they said that “... you’ ll get 
your land back right after the war...” 
and my dad wrote and told me that. 
“You'll have your land back, don’t worry 
about a thing son,” but here it is — 
52 years later and we’re still trying to 
get our land back! 

They even took our recognition 
away from us — that we are not 
STONEY POINT. The Department of 
Indian Affairs are the people that done 
this to us — completely! Indian Agents 
worked against us. 

Here I fought all that while in good 
faith overseas, come home to find that’s 
where my enemy was — right here! 
Without no thought about our well- 
being or anything like that, cause they 
didn’t care what happened to us. 

Our people nght now — we got 
about 600 people, descendants of people 
from this reserve and they’re scattered 
all over the cities from Toronto to Detroit 
and beyond. They didn’t have no home 
so they had to fend for themselves. They 
didn’t have no home to go to when they 
got kicked out of here — so that’s why 
they’re in the cities now — living in 
poverty and all that goes with the hard 
living, with hardly any education. Thatis 
a big reason why we lost others—that 
nobody had any education and at that 
time my father was notreal well-educated 
but enough. He understood. ..he trusted. 


We trusted, we all trusted the 
Department of Indian Affairs to look 
after us! Things are coming out now that 
they weren’t working in good faith. 
Many things like that happened, they 
just tried to eliminate us completely 
from here. There’s many reasons I can 
tell you about why, why I know today 
why they wanted to get rid of us 
completely from this reservation — right 
to the point of taking our headstones 
from our chiefs, our elders that lived 
there. We had a special spot for them 
at our burial grounds and suddenly all 
the headstones are disappeared. 

I'll go after them a little hard once 
we get our recognition here, they’re 
gonna have to pay for that because you 
know that’s one of the worst things you 
can do. In this country at least we 
recognize, at least, burial grounds — 
it’s a sacrilege for what they done to our 
—two different places, one is at the park. 
They just bulldozed our burial grounds 
right out and never said nothing to 
nobody. We learned about that just 
recently. But this, our burial grounds 
here, I know of because my mother is 
buried there and I know what was there 
— and how it should be there. 

’ma descendant ofall these people 
who lived on this reserve way before 
white man even come to this country. 
I’m a descendant of the Johnson 
family — the Wabagance — turned to 
Johnson so I’m a descendant of that — 
probably the last living, the oldest 
Johnson that there is left here. I think 
that’s what the government is trying 


. > 
to do — to ehminate us completely: 
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young people that there was a thriving 
reserve here at one time? 

We lived off the land here, 
completely! My father was a good 
furniture builder, he made it from the 
cedar and then sold it to all the areas — 
you know the lawn chairs and the tables 
and stuff like that, axehandles in the 
wintertime and we cut wood in the 
wintertime and sold it, and in the 
summertime season we made sure we 
made use of all the different berries, the 
different things you get from the land 
here. 

There was no such thing as welfare 
then. The Indian Agent at that time had 
complete control of what happened on 


the reservation and they’re the ones — - 


the last Indian Agent that was here at 
the wartime, Mr. George Downe, he 
was the one that I found in archives 
where he said, 


other reasons 
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They’re the ones that are wrong. We 
never seen any of it. We’re still here. 
Them people (Kettle Point) didn’t 
suffer through this winter the way I 
did. I lived there in the lonely old place 
but we managed because we’re here to 
stay! That’s the main point. We’re here 
to stay until we get our recognition as 
Stoney Point First Nation ieee 
Get our 
land base 
number 
back be- 
cause that 
was elimi- 
nated. I 
went to 
Ottawa and 
saw,or Hull 
I should 
sayis where 
land base 
#43 is writ- 
ten rightoff 
the maps. 
That’s not 
right! So in 
the long run 
they had it 
planned to 
eliminate 
us com- 
pletely 
from this 
reserve and 
then take 
what’s here 
because 
there is 
it this- other l 
O nave it as a Mutary Dd 
That was just an excuse to hang on to 
it. I know that. I’m learning more and 
more all the time about this and 
probably over the years, if I live long 
enough, they’re gonna hear more about 
it from me about what really is here. 
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They know whatreally is here, it’s slowly — 


coming out. Our legends say so, that we 
are gonna bring this out into the open 
and that way everything will be all fixed 
up. But there’s lots to do before then. 
We’re not after money, we’re not 
after all that stuff. But I do have hopes 
that they’ ll build me a home at least, for 
all that I lost completely. I wandered 
around, I rejoined the service in the end 
under frustration...and I went to Korea 
in ’53 again...and I was gonna make a 
career out of the army ’cause I didn’t 
know nothing else. No land no where — 
it was unavailable in Kettle Point they 
even buy you 


“Tt’s a good time then at the time 
to get rid of these “<. come home so I didn’t 
few straggling 3 build on the...] 
Indians that live fo find that S where lived off the 
on this land and reserve all that 
shove ‘em over my enemy Was many years. 

tothat other place è p39 My fam- 
(the Kettle Point Ai right here! ily grew up 
reserve) *cause and they’re 


it’ ll make my job easier.” That’s exactly 
what he said about us, that’s all they 
cared about us. There was no Indian 
Affairs in at that time and they had sole 
jurisdiction over all this, as a matter of 
fact he was in charge of all four 
different reserves at Stoney Point, Kettle 
Point, Sarnia and Walpole Island. They 
all know that! And yet they’re trying to 
say that there was no Stoney Point! 
How could they? Just the guys they 
made a big boo-boo with the 
$2.5 million — give it to Kettle Point. 
Aloz: How do you feel about that? 
Clifford George: Well, it’s one of 
these things that happens in government. 


married now 
and I’ mdivorced for about.25 years now. 
[live alone. But ’ mback on this land and 
I intend to stay here—as a matter of fact 
my drivers licence says so, my ownership 
licence says Stoney Point Reserve. I 
made sure I put that on there — I’m the 
first one probably. But the first one to 
come back here was Dan George, but he 
had to die to get here because he asked to 
be buried here. He was the first one to be 
buried here since 1942 or previous to 
’42. So he’s the first one that’s buried in 
our burial grounds— the one that they 
took all the headstones from and stuff 
like that so...and I have an aunt there 


that’s been buried since and I already got 
my plot picked out too so no matter what 
I know PI have at least that much land. 

Aloz: You’ve got a lot of good 
years left in you. 

Clifford: My grandfather lived ’til 
he was ninety-six, my father was ninety- 
three when he died a few years ago. So, 
I expect TIl be a one to follow. To a ripe 
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old age. I’m seventy-four, I was last 

Friday. They had a big party for me 

here— it was wonderful! Surprise party. 
Surprised the heck out of me! 

Aloz: Well, happy birthday and 

miigwech. 

Clifford: You’re very welcome. 

Next Issue: 

PART II: ‘The Land’ 


Native and non-native protesters demanded the recognition of Stoney Point First Nation's 
identity and claim to the land at D. N.D. Military Camp Se (P Photo: ee 


Most of all we want our land back as 
Stoney Point. We, the rightful heins - not Kettle & Stony 
Point. Our land which the military 10 cruelly took from 


my people in 1942. 


7 was Just a goung girl, age 11, bat 7 remember 
this. Mother and Dad with tears tn their eyes. “They are 
mouing our house, what are we to do? Where are we going 
te live? ‘What will become of, the things left.” 

7 never did see our big Carn, ducks, chickens and 
coop again. Mother and Dad worked verg hard at a piece 
of jangle they bought to clear for a house. Sweat and 
tears is all 7 can remember. Wo one came to welcome or 
offer a hand of support (naw Kettle Point's hands are all 


oat). 


Bat oar Ferat Nation people will always survive. 
We need our own land for oar children and ther children 
— te hear their laughter, and be able to see them plag 
and live. Laughter is good medicine is what 7 alwags tell 
mg family and friends. 7 would like to add, we are not 
looking for hand outs. Gut goa as First Nation people 
and Canadian ettizen's, we would appreciate your 
support. We can't do & ourselves. Aa a Nation, we 
should support where we are needed. 

We have mang people luing in cities whith can not 
come home because the Wilitary took oar lands. We, as 
Ferat Nations, are the Caretakers of Our Lands. 

We need cach other — We need you. 

7 would tthe ta add, when the Johnson brothers 
were given medals and lands and Stoney Point for 
Craverg in serving in the British Arma. To me, that tells 
me Stoney Point is our land — not the land of Kettle 
and Stoney Point reserve, We are the true heirs of 


Barbara L. (Gokusen) sang 
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manitarian” mission was Cpl. Matt 
McKay, an ex-member of the 
Alberta Aryan Nation. In 1991, a 
Winnipeg newspaper ran a photo of 
McKay under a swastika, wearing a 
Hitler T-shirt and sieg heil-ing. 
Despite repeated calls by the Cana- 
dian Jewish Congress, the military 
refused to sendany "reformed" nazis 
back to Canada until they'd done 
their job. 

The special Military Board of 
Inquiry convened by former De- 
fence Minister Kim Campbell — 
now in legal limbo until the courts- 
martial are completed— heard from 
Witness 63 that at least six mem- 
bers of 2 Commando in Somalia 
had white supremacist tattoos, in- 
cluding some which indicate “how 
many people you've killed.” He 
also testified that one officer boasted 
he’d come to Somalia “to shoot me 
a nigger.” | 

However, 2 Commando was 
only the worst of the three units, all 
of which had major problems. When 
asked, Witness 74 testified that 
“there’s no doubt that the Airborne 
Regiment should not have been sent 
on this one, sir.” 

Following two suspicious 
shooting incidents and the beating 
death now before the courts, 
McKenzie responded to that ques- 


tion with, “Yes, therë were prob- - 


lems with the regiment, but we 
identified them before they left.” 

The problems may have been 
identified, but almost nothing was 
done about them. The tone of the 
Canadian mission was set at the 
beginning with new commander 
Mathieu’s vow to be “the toughest 
warlord on the hilltop.” 2 Com- 
mando ended up being the unit that 
had the most contact with the So- 
mali people. 


Killings and cover-ups 

Somalia is the test case for the 
United Nations’ Chapter 7 "peace- 
making" operation. Therefore, sol- 
diers were allowed to fire their guns 
without being shot at first, and to 
carry their weapons “locked and 
loaded.” Campbell’s Board of In- 
quiry disclosed that “an unaccept- 
able number” of Canadians were 
reprimanded or fined as much as 
$1,000 for “accidental discharges” 
of their guns, and recommended 
that the military review its use of 
“warning shots.” 

On March 4 last year, two un- 
armed Somali civilians were shot 
and one killed “execution-style” by 
apeacekiller wearing infra-red night 
vision goggles who was on the hunt 
for "looters" (although the two men 
had not entered the base before they 
were shot). Four days later, Cana- 
da’s top military officer, Admiral 
John Anderson, visited Somalia on 


Campbell’s instructions to remind 
soldiers to be “prudent” because the 
Defence Minister was likely to run 
for leadership of the Conservative 
Party. Two days after that, an inves- 
tigation into the shootings — car- 
ried out by Mathieu and later 
condemned by Defence headquar- 


-ters as “incomplete...in some cases 


misleading...covering up the man- 
ner in which the death of the Somali 
occurred” — was suspended. It 
would be a month and a half before 


. military investigators were dis- 


patched to look into the execution. 
On the night of March 16, 
Shidane Abukar Arone, 16, was 
found hiding inan empty compound 
adjacent to the Canadian base. Al- 
though the unarmed youth told an 
interpreter that he was looking fora 
lost child, Canadians were either 
under orders, or had decided among 
themselves, to abuse any looters 
caught that night. Arone was taken 
to a makeshift holding cell, blind- 
folded, trussed up “Vietnam-style” 
and repeatedly punched, “soccer- 
kicked,” struck with a riot baton, 
burned with cigar butts, forced to 
scream “Canada,” verbally terror- 
ized in both English and Somali, 
and forcibly posed for 16 “trophy” 
photographs. Three hours after his 
arrest the young man was dead. 


It was five days before military 
investigators were sent to Somalia 
and two months before any charges 
were laid. The Defence 
Department’s first news release on 
the death was pinned on a bulletin 
board in a Mogadishu office, hun- 
dreds of kilometres from the near- 
est Canadian journalist, and was 
not publicized by Ottawa until April 
1, after the story appeared in the 
Pembroke Observer. 

Reporter Jim Day visited the 
mission on March 18 and observed 
Cpl. Clayton Matchee being rushed 
to hospital on a stretcher. He had 
been found hanging in the same cell 
Arone had been tortured to death in. 
Day was rebuffed in his effort to 
gather details, but he broke the story 
on March 31. 

Matchee was one of two sol- 
diers charged with second-degree 
murder on May 19, more than two 


— months after the killing. He comes 


up for a hearing this month to deter- 
mine whether the brain damage he 
suffered after the hanging leaves 
him fit to stand trial. 


UPDATES 


Peacekillers on Parade (cont'd from Page 1) 


“Suicide” questions 


There have been questions 
about the alleged suicide attempt 
from the start. Matchee’s father re- 
ported bruises on his son's head, 
back and stomach, and a large lump 
on his head. A report on the hanging 
two days later was inexplicably 
given a higher classification than 
usual, meaning it was sent only to 
the military's head of operations 
and didn't leave Somalia. 

There are at least three reasons 
that Matchee, a Cree Indian nick- 
named “Geronimo” by 2 Com- 
mando, might have been suicided: 
(a) because he knew too much; 
(b)asa warning to others not to talk; 
and/or (c) to frame him for the kill- 
ing by making him look guilt- 
ridden. (Was he so upset that he 
beat himself up before attempting 
suicide?) 

Twomonths later, Mathieu laid 


` second-degree murder charges 


against two soldiers. Matchee’s 
charges were read to him in hospi- 
tal, though he was unable to under- 
stand them. He comes up for a 
hearing this month to determine 
whether he is fit to stand trial. 
The other man charged with 
murder, then-Pte. Elvin Kyle 


Brown, who, is also, Cree, Was 


acquitted in a trial ‘that ‘clearly 
showed Brown was being framed 
for the slaying in order to protect 
the peacekiller most responsible 
for the torture, who by court order 
can be identified only as Brown’s 
superior. It’s apparent that Brown 
was the only one out of 16 wit- 
nesses to try to expose the death, 
and that he paid dearly for the risk 
he took. 

Brown was sentenced on 
March 18 to five years for torture 
and manslaughter. Although he had 
lined up a job as a landscaper with 
a former employer and made plans 
to live with his aunt in Edmonton 
while awaiting his appeal, bail was 
refused the next day and Brown has 
begun serving his time in Canada’s 
only military prison, also in Ed- 
monton. His appeal could take sev- 
eral months; if it fails, Brown could 


be eligible for parole after serving a 


third of his sentence. 

Seven other soldiers, including 
Lt. Col. Mathieu, also face charges 
in connection with Arone’s death, 
mostly for "negligent performance 
of duty". (Yeah—they didn't get 
the "suicide" right.) More 
horrifying details than we really 
need to know will come out in the 
next few months. Unfortunately, 
the focus on "our boys" is blocking 
the real story — what's happening 
to Somalia, and why. The ACTivist 
will continue to cover both stories 
in future issues, so subscribe 

today. & 


PEACE 


MEAL 


TORONTO — The nuclear industry has won a round in a 
court battle over its immunity from insurance claims in the 
event of a nuclear disaster. Ontario Court Judge Blenus 
Wright upheldthe law that limits the liability of nuclear power 
utilities like Ontario Hydro to $75 million, even though 
damages from a meltdown could run into billions of dollars. 
(The cost in human life and health was not considered.) 

Energy Probe, the City of Toronto and scientist/ 
activist Dr. Rosalie Bertell argued the Nuclear Liability Act 
subsidizes the nuclear industry, adding that no insurance 
company would insure nukers without the act’s protection. 
The three plaintiffs will now take their case, filed seven years 
ago, to the Ontario Court of Appeal. 


ZAGREB, Croatia — Inthe last three months, authorities in 
Croatia have shut down five local radio stations in the north- 
western region of Medjimurje and four in Rijeka, Croatian 
peace activists report. A legal pretext is a lack of available 
frequencies, which the Ministry of Traffic and Communica- 
tions uses to refuse local radio stations’ requests for li- 
censes. However, this claim was never confirmed by an 
independent expert. Transmitters and connections are con- 
trolled by the state owned radio- and TV-broadcasting 
company. Owners of the private local radio stations point 
out that many other stations work without licences, but are 
tolerated for political reasons. Croatian legislation in this 
matter is authoritarian, and some regulations from the 
Communist laws remain in place. 


_ BAKUM, Malaysia — Seven Canadian companies are 


trying to join the Malaysian government in building a dam 
that would displace 5,000 Dayak people fromtheir homes on 
the island of Borneo. The international arms of Canada’s 
three biggest electrical utilities — Ontario Hydro, Hydro- 
Québec and B.C. Hydro — plus Acres International, Agra/ 
Monenco, Klohn Crippen and SNC-Lavalin, could be the key 
to getting the M$15 billion hydro-electric project built. “This. 
team of Canadian companies is one of the strongest in the 
world,” says Hornbill, an anti-dam activist. “In collaboration 
with Malaysian companies and agencies, it could provide 
the engineering, damsafety and environmental skills, project 
management, commissioning and operating capabilities 
that are needed to success fully complete and operate the 
Bakum project.” 


Oakville's EARTHWEEK 
WATERWAYS CLEAN-UP 


Saturday, APRIL 16" 1994 


CLEAN-UP LOCATIONS, 1-5 PM 


PROTECT MOTHER EARTH! 4. Bronte creek under the 
QEW Overpass. 
_ Join with hundreds of local 
citizens in cleaning-up J 2. Lakefront at Coronation Park. 


our beautiful creeks and 
lakefront as your contribution 
to EARTHWEEK'94. 


3. Water, parks & forest of 
River Oaks and Sheridan College. 


4. Clean-up along Old Mill Road 


Water is our most precious at Sixteen Mile Creek. 


& valuable natural resource. 


Y 


\ ul 
WIE 


5. Lion's Valley Park. 


By participating in the 
waterways clean-up 
campaign, you contribute to 
environmental protection. 
Waterways flowing into Lake 
Ontario can be found in almost 


6. Clean your own ravine or park. 


a 
please get involved ~ 

: in the 3 annual clean-up: 

è $ Oakville Community Centre 
A for peace, ecology & human rights 

HAE 148 Kerr Street 

(just south of Rebecca) 

Oakville L6K 3A7 


849-5501 


every neighbourhood in Oakville. s 


Make Everyday Earth Day! 


*) s si 
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‘East TIMOR UPDATE 


Number 32 — April 5, 1994 


In December 1975, just ten days 
after it had declared its 
independence from Portugal, 
the tiny southeast Asian country 
of East Timor was invaded by 
its neighbour, Indonesia. In the 
18 years since then, 250,000 
people — over a third of the 
indigenous Timorese 
population — have been killed. 
Genocide and massive human 
rights violations — everything 
from rape to indiscriminate 
killings to forced abortions — 
go on to this day. But so does 
the struggle for freedom of the 
East Timorese people. It is 
largely the support of countries 
like Canada that allows the 
Indonesian armed forces to 
maintain their illegal 
occupation of East Timor. 


East Timor Update is a monthly 
news service edited in Toronto 
by the East Timor Alert Network. 
The service is also available by 
electronic mail: email 
etantor@web.apc.org. Contact 
ETAN for more information: 


ETANY/Toronto: PO Box 562, 
Station P, Toronto, M5S 2T1, 
(416) 531-5850 (phone/fax). 
ETAN/Calgary: 2820—I st Ave. 
NW, Calgary Alta., T2N OCS8. 
ETAN/Guelph: PO Box 1302, 
Main Station, Guelph Ont., NIH 
- 6N6, (519) 767-0313. 
ETAN/Hamilton: c/o Earth 
Action, Box 212, Gilmour Hall, 
McMaster Univ., Hamilton Ont., 
L8S 1CO. 

ETAN/Montréal: No. 47505, 
Co. P. Plateau Mont-Royal, 
Montréal, H2H 288, 

(514) 848-7443. 
ETAN/Ottawa: PO Box 1031, 
Station B, Ottawa Ont., 

KIP 5R1. 

ETAN/Vancouver: 2120 West 
44th #104, Vancouver BC, V6M 
2G2, (604) 739-4947. 
ETAN/Windsor-Essex County: 
c/o Third World Resource 
Centre, 125 Tecumseh Rd. W., 
Windsor Ont., N8X 1E8, 

(519) 252-1517. 


For up-to-the day information 
on East Timor, call ETAN/ 
Vancouver’s information line: 
(604) 739-4947. 
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Indonesian professor backs Timor 


A leading Indonesian intellectual is 
testing the limits of dissent in his 
country by speaking up against the 
illegal Indonesian occupation of East 
Timor. Since he published several 
articles in the Australian press that 
spoke of “a culture of violence and 
intimidation” in Indonesian-occupied 
East Timor and confirmed many of the 
claims made by human rights activists 
about the brutal nature of Indonesian 
military rule, Dr. George Aditjondro has 
been threatened by the military with 
dismissal and 
punishment, 
and his house 
has been 
stoned by 
unknown 
persons. 

Aditjondro 
released two 
academic 
papers in 
Australia which 
contained little 
new informa- 
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represent the 
first time such 
academically- 
grounded and 
damning (to the Indonesian military) 
research has been released by a 
member of the Indonesian elite. 
Aditjondro, was given an award as 
Indonesian environmentalist of the year 
by President Suharto in 1986. “I am not 
a traitor and my credibility is already 
established,” he pointed out. “I don’t 
want the rest of the world to think that 
everyone in Indonesia accepts what has 
happened there.” 

Among Aditjondro’s findings: 

e He confirmed a study by 
Timorese activists and church-based 
human rights researchers that 271 
people were shot by Indonesian 
soldiers in the Dili massacre of Novem- 
ber, 1991. The government had admit- 
ted to only 50 killed, and still denies 
that there was at least one massacre of 
eye-witnesses in the days following. 

e Indonesian soldiers have raped 
East Timorese women on a routine 
basis since the 1975 invasion, using 
rape as a weapon of war in much the 
same way it is now being used against 
Bosnian Muslims. 

e High school girls have been 
forcibly given contraceptive implants 
and injections. ° 

e Occupying forces have engaged 
in destructive campaigns against 
indigenous Timorese cultures and 
destroyed Catholic symbols. 

e Defoliants like napalm and Agent 
Orange have probably been used 
against civilian populations. 

e There have been severe environ- 


Drawing by a Timorese prisoner in Cipinang prison. 


mental problems as a result of the 
occupation. 

e Military occupation forces have 
systematically un-developed East Timor 
by taking control of key sectors of the 
economy and placing them under PT 
Batara Indra Group, controlled by three 
high-ranking officers. 

e East Timorese are encouraged to 


spy on each other and report to military 


authorities, which has created a climate 
of fear. 


e The total death toll since 1975 is far 
eames higher than 


has been 
admitted. 


first three 


war, the 
population 
in the 
territory 
dropped 
from 
688,771 in 
1974 to 
329,271 in 


1978. 
What 
happened 
to the 
shortfall of 
359,500 people?” he asked. 

Aditjondro is now facing dismissal 
from his job at Satya Wacana Christian 
University in Salatiga, Central Java, 
where the rector has said he may not 
be able to resist the increasing pressure 


from the armed forces to fire Aditjondro 


and two supporters, Dr. Arief Budiman 
and Dr. Ariel Heryanto. 
Indonesian human rights groups 


and East Timor solidarity groups abroad 


are urgently appealing for support for 
Dr. Aditjondro. Letters from Canadian 
academics are particularly needed. 
Please write or fax: 


Dr. John Ihalauw, Rector 
Universitas Kristen Satya Wacana 
Jalan Dipenegoro 52-60 

Salatiga 507111, Indonesia 

Fax +62-298-81420 


H.E. Poerwanto 
Ambassador of Indonesia 
287 McLaren St. 

Ottawa, Ont., K2P OL9 
Fax (613) 563-2858 


Indonesian Consulate 
425 University Ave. 
Toronto, Ont., M5G 1T6 
Fax (416) 591-6613 


Guelph U. debates aid 


The report of an external review 
committee into the- University of 
Guelph's $34 million program of aid 


“During the 


years of the 


= October 


to Indonesia has finally been released 
for discussion by the university 
administration. The review, conducted 
by Meyer Brownstone, former head of 
Oxfam-Canada, and Clovis Demers, 
vice-president of the International 
Centre for Human Rights and 
Demcratic Development, commends 
the unviersity’s policy on overseas 
projects but finds fault with much of 
the practice of Guelph’s Sulawesi 
Regional Development Project. 
Adiscussion forum on the report, 
however, excluded everyone but 
students and faculty from discussion, 
including the reviewers themselves. 
Two professors and a representative 
of OPIRG Guelph said Guelph’s 
presence in Indonesia helps lend 
legitimacy to Indonesian human rights 
abuses in East Timor and elsewhere. 


Irish call for sanctions 


Ireland’s Foreign Affairs Minister 
has called for economic sanctions 
against Indonesia following a meeting 
with the East Timor Ireland Solidarity 
Committee, Amnesty International and 
" Trocaire, an Irish Catholic Church 
agency. “One has to acknowledge 


that there are serious human rights 
abuses in East Timor,” said Dick 


Spring. “In the context of the human 
rights abuses in East Timor, I think 
the world should be looking for 
strong action against the Indonesian 
government. One can justify sanctions 
in relation to countries where there 
are serious abuses of human rights.” 
Irish East Timor supporters plan to 
ask their government to step up the 
pressure on European Community 
partners for sanctions. 


Xanana wants new trial 


Jailed East Timor resistance leader 
Xanana Gusmao has asked for a new 
trial on the basis that his original trial 
on charges of “rebellion” against 
Indonesia was unfair. If he is given a 
new trial, he will be defended by a 
team of his own choice from the 
Indonesian Legal Aid Institute, and 
base his defence on the fact that East 
Timor is not part of Indonesia. 

Xanana was sentenced to life 
imprisonment in May, a sentence later 
reduced to 20 vears. He was not 
allowed to read his own defence plea 
and the trial was widely condemned 
as a mockery of justice. | 

We urge supporters. to write to _ 
the Foreign Affairs minister André 
Ouellet and ask him to support the 
request for a new trial. Letters can be 
sent (postage free) to André Ouellet, 
House of Commons, Ottawa Ont., 
K1A 0A6. Please also send copies to 
Opposition Leader Lucien Bouchard 
and NDP foreign affairs critic Svend 
Robinson at the same address. 
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PEACE ACTION 


The Web: an information bicycle lane 


by Saul Chernos 
the ACTivist 

If you have a computer, a modem and 
communications software, you can dial into 
the Web computer network for the latest news 
about peace, human rights, the environment 
and other social justice issues. 

Web specializes in news and views about 
all kinds of local and international grassroots 
political and social issues. It is user-friendly 
and relatively inexpensive. In fact, used prop- 
erly, it can significantly reduce money spent 
on postage and long distance telephone and fax 
bills. 

Started in 1987 by the Ontario Environ- 
ment Network and run by an independent 
organization known as NirvCentre, Web is 


intended for individuals and non-profit orga- - 


nizations. According to Riff Fullan, a full-time 
outreach worker with NirvCentre, Web is an 
Internet host whose mandate is to promote 
principles of ecology, human rights and other 
kinds of social justice. Web is connected to 
similar computer networks in more than 90 
countries, from the United Kingdom to Uru- 
guay, through an international organization 
known as the Association for Progressive 
Communications (APC). 

“We see ourselves ... providing the infra- 
structure for people to network electronically 
both within the country, and with other groups 
and individuals internationally,’ Fullan said. 


With local dial-in access in Toronto and 
Ottawa, users in these cities won’track up long 
distance bills. Web is currently testing tele- 
phone lines in Vancouver and is planning to 
add lines in Halifax and Edmonton by year’s 
end. Most people living outside these centres 
can dial the Web at reduced cost through local 
Datapac telephone numbers. 

Web users can access the system with 


pretty well any kind of computer and can send 


and receive electronic mail (the Internet ad- 
dress features the user’s identification fol- 
lowed by “@web.apc.org”’) around the world, 
often in seconds or minutes. Users can read 
fromand contribute to more than 1,000 discus- 
sion conferences, with issues ranging from the 
rights of aboriginal peoples to the international 
arms trade. Most conferences are shared with 
other networks that belong to the APC, so 
dialogue is international. 

Activists working around the world to 
stop low-level military flight training in 
Nitassinan and in other locations regularly 
post informational messages on a public con- 
ference known as “low-level”. Peace groups 
trying to end the war in the Balkan republics 
communicate through conferences such as 


J 
ill 


WVAN VALS 


“yugo.antiwar’’. Canadian peace activists post 
messages of a general nature on 
“web.canpeace” and also used more special- 
ized conferences such as “web.native”, 
“media.issues” and “toxics.military”. 

There are also private conferences, where 
people involved in campaigns can discuss 
strategies. One must be recognized to gain 
access. 

Private conferences are important. Web's 
1,500 paying users include government, big 
business and corporate consultants whose 
views may not be sympathetic to those es- 
poused by most citizens. Because Web is a 
public access network, it places no restrictions 
on users, instead encouraging interaction by 
participants who might disagree. This can be 
useful in open conferences, but many Web 
users also appreciate the private spaces (which 
are probably as private as the telephone or 
postal systems, unless special encryption soft- 
ware is used to send coded messages). 

Web users also use electronic mail 
(e-mail) to communicate privately with one 
another. E-mail is also handy for outreach to 
individuals and organizations. 

The Webis also host to dozens of alterna- 
tive news wire services. None rival the volume 
of corporatenews services such as Reuters or 
Canadian Press, yet the information provided 
by local journalists and non-governmental or- 
ganizations is often unavailable through or 


marginalized by the mainstream media. Con- 
tributors include the Inter-Press Service, Peace 
Media Service and Peoples News — 
Community and campus radio stations 4 


other non-profit media often use the Webi ze ~ 4 


local and international news. 

As the number of individuals and organi- 
zations using Web grows, staff are working on 
a series of equipment improvements and new 
services. 

Full-text searching will be available this 
year for selected conferences and issues. By 
typing in a keyword or combination of key- 
words, users could retrieve relevant references 
to “Yugoslavia” or to “cruise missile testing”. 
And, starting with the International Institute 
for Sustainable Development and the Federal 
Environmental Assessment Review Office, 
users will have access, for a minimal fee, to 
organization-sponsored databases. 

The Web is marketing a new software 
program for IBM-style computers designed to 
facilitate use of the network. Called Messen- 
ger, the program combines word processing, 
communications and database functions. It 
automatically connects to Web, visits pre- 
designated conferences, checks for e-mail, 
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uploads original files and responses to the 
appropriate places, and downloads all unread 
material, to be read off-line at the user’s con- 
venience. Messenger essentially automates 
what a user could do manually, reducing the 
time spent on-line and most associated costs. 

For information about Web, call the 
NirvCentre at (416) 596-0212. 

ACT for Disarmament can be contacted 
by e-mail at the following addresses (add the 


symbols @web.apc.org if sending mail from | 


outside Web): 

act a general address for ACT for 
Disarmament and the ACTivist. 

chernos International Campaign for the 
Innu and the Earth (ICTE) 

etantor East Timor Alert Network, 
Toronto 

occpehr Oakville Community Centre for 


peace, ecology and human rights; 
also ACT Oakville, cc: ICIE 


Helping Activists Network 
During Strife; also ACT Guelph, 
cc: ICIE 


hands 


A Global Resource 


-Environment 
Development 


Human Rights 
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Classified ———— 


INTRODUCTION TO PERMACULTURE 
DESIGN. Open house in mid-April to explainthe | 
principles of this sustainable approach to land 
stewardship & environmental design. For date 
and location, contact Richard Griffith at (416) 
407-5748. 


ACT NEEDS YOUR OLD STUFF! 
Chairs (preferably folding), a humidifier, shelves 


— (12" x 35" and 12" x 48"), paper (8.5" x 11” and 


11" x 17", white or coloured), a radio, and general 
office supplies. If you can help, please contact 
Angelo at (416) 531-6154. 


RAFFLE FOR THE INNU—Win a beautifully 
framed oil on canvas 16" x 20" portrait of "Mary 
May Osborne and Melinda" by noted Toronto 
artist Bill Stapleton painted in Sheshatshit, 
Nitassinan. $2 per ticket or 3 for $5 or 10 for $15. 
Draw to be held on October 31, 1994. Contact 
ICIE at 531-6165 or 537-9343. 


TURTLE ISLAND SUPPORT GROUP pre- 
sents “From Chiapas to Kanehsatake: Basta! A 
Gathering to Honour the Corn Planting Ceremony, 
Mother Earth and the Peoples’—May 14-15. 
Meetings every second Monday from March 28 to 
the Gathering. Call 537-3520. 


JOIN ICIE'S PLANNING GROUP 

Get involved! All welcome! NEXT MEETING: 
Monday, April 18, 1994 from 8-10 p.m. at 519 
Church Street Community Centre (just north of 
Wellesley). 


the ACTivist needs VOLUNTEERS! 

Help put together Ontario's only peace magazine. 
Can you spare an evening or two per month to help 
build this paper? Call 531-6154 TODAY!!! 


m Up 
in July? 


Subscribe or renew 
now for only $10. 
After June, 
subscriptions will 
increase to $15 
per year — stilla 
bargain? 


(Postal rates have 
doubled and print- 
ing costs have in- 
creased as well.) 
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